




Pembroke Dock Marine offers a significant opportunity to support the commercial 
production of renewable energy and potentially hydrogen as an energy vector and 
both  should be identified as key projects 
. 
Outcome 11: Milford Waterfront and Pembroke Dock Marine has decarbonisation 
as a fundamental principal and with support, has the potential to deliver energy 
systems innovation and marine renewable energy for Wales. We fully expect these 
to underpin the low carbon transition of the Milford Haven Waterway, promoting 
Wales as a  world leading centre for decarbonisation and marine renewable 
technology but it will require the consistent support of WG to achieve this. It would 
be helpful to see this spelled out within the final document. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  





Urban growth should not only support towns and cities but the areas of economic 
productivity, like the Milford Haven Waterway. 
 
Policy 2: Supporting our Urban Areas 
 
This policy could be interpreted as contradictory to the closure and relocation of 
three town-based hospitals into a new central rural based facility, but we 
empathise with the challenges facing the health service and that it may warrant an 
exceptional circumstance.  
 
Policy 3: Public Investment in Land 
 
A closer collaboration with key stakeholders, whether individually or collectively 
with the private sector and statutory undertakers like the Port of Milford Haven, will 
de-risk public investments and increase the potential for major positive change.  
 
 
As a Trust Port, the Port of Milford Haven want to encourage sustainable and 
productive use of waterway-linked assets that are in public ownership for national 
benefit. 
 
Policy 4: Supporting Rural Communities 
 
The Milford Haven Waterway and surrounding rural area is a key driver of 
economic activity in Wales. Princes Gate, Puffin Produce and Capestone Organic 
are strong national brands linked with food and drink processing. 
 
The incumbent energy generation sector and developing marine renewables 
sector provide a significant contribution to Wales’ current and future energy 
generation requirements.  
 
Pembrokeshire is visited by 4m+ tourists a year and the Port of Milford Haven want 
to see these levels increased. Our Milford Waterfront development is focused on 
promoting Milford Haven as a low carbon tourism and leisure-based destination 
within the Pembrokeshire Portfolio.  
 
Pembroke Dock Marine and its support from Welsh Government has opened up 
new and exciting opportunities to promote Pembroke Dock in the itourism and 
leisure space, telling the significant Welsh contribution to British sea power, 
currently untold in any breadth in Wales.   
 
300,000 tourists transit through Pembroke Dock as an international gateway each 
year and this is a figure that the Port of Milford Haven want to increase. This desire 
is shared and supported by the Haven Waterway Enterprise Zone.  
 
Enabling infrastructure is key to facilitating this increase. Part funded from Welsh 
Government through the Port Development Fund, re-purposing of the disused 
offshore jetty at Hobbs Point in Pembroke Dock provides the most cost-effective 
means to providing a multi-use berth within the Waterway, which cruise would be 
an important component of.  In collaboration with the Haven Waterway Enterprise 



Zone Board, we are working through the next layer of feasibility and having a 
National Growth Area / Centre of National Growth designation around the 
industrial / rural area of the Milford Haven Waterway will not only support the 
progression of this opportunity but also underpin this policy.  
 
 
 

 
 
  





and/or refurbishment of any building. This will obviously require additional planning 
well in advance of the physical works taking place. 

 

  













 
 
Policy 25 
 
We welcome the specific policy in relation to the Haven Waterway and are 
encouraged that Welsh Government will commit to work with operators to support 
and facilitate appropriate new development.  
 
With its purpose to ‘Build the Haven’s Prosperity’, we would welcome specific 
reference to the Port of Milford Haven in this policy.  
 
This policy supports the case for making the Milford Haven Waterway  a National 
Growth Area and Pembroke Dock as a National Growth Centre. It’s inclusion as 
such will support the work done to date to promote Wales internationally as a 
centre of excellence for marine renewables and stimulate the development of a 
port special economic zone where development controls are eased and 
accelerated in order to encourage responsible energy and tourism related 
developments, bringing with it economic growth, creation of jobs and the 
flourishing of industries appropriate to the development of marine renewable 
energy. 
 
Our view is that land-based transport links are poor and require improvement; a 
rail journey from Pembroke Dock and Milford Haven to Cardiff can take over three 
hours; to London over five hours. Similarly, we consider that road links are poor, 
particularly with respect to reliable journey times. Modest further improvements to 
the A477 west of St Clears are essential but so are improvements on the M4 
around Port Talbot and the Brynglas Tunnels. These are factors which will 
constrain investment in West Wales if not addressed. 
 
Policies in general should allow regulators to work in partnership with responsible 
developers in agreeing to developments which will create jobs and prosperity, and 
at the same time encouraging appropriate biodiversity via responsible 
development. As an example, the Port of Milford Haven is working on an 
ecostructures project which seeks to incorporate features into maritime structures 
which encourage biodiversity. 
 
We are not convinced the separation of the regions is the best which could be 
achieved. We see the South Wales corridor (Newport and Cardiff through to 
Swansea and the industrial cluster along the Milford Haven Waterway as a coastal 
‘thread’ with its roots in commerce and industry, with a number of significant ports, 
the largest of which by a wide margin is Milford Haven. The rural heart of Wales 
has specific challenges and opportunities and should be considered as a separate 
region, with North Pembrokeshire included in this area. 
 

 
 

12. South East Wales (policies 27-33) 
 
In South East Wales we are proposing to enhance Cardiff’s role as the capital and 
secure more sustainable growth in Newport and the Valleys. A green belt around 





13. Integrated Sustainability Appraisal 
 
As part of the consultation process, an Integrated Sustainability Appraisal (ISA) was 
conducted to assess the social, economic and environmental impacts of a plan. The 
report identified a number of monitoring indicators, including health, equalities, Welsh 
language, the impact on rural communities, children’s rights, climate change and 
economic development.  

• Do you have any comments on the findings of the Integrated Sustainability 
Appraisal Report?  Please outline any further alternative monitoring indicators 
you consider would strengthen the ISA. 
 

A key omission is any reference to nitrate vulnerable zones (NVZ). The effects of 
nitrates in waterways are readily observable and projects such as SWEPT in the 
Cleddau, together with monitoring undertaken by NRW make this a readily 
measurable indicator. This is particularly relevant to ISA objective 9 and 13 (page 
44 and 46) 
 
We note that ‘Brexit’ is identified as an opportunity to take a different approach. 
We would advocate that approach should be collaborative to ensure maximum 
opportunity to achieve prosperity goals. 
 
Wales’ marine border is vast. It is pleasing to see reference to the National Marine 
Plan; we would argue that the significance and extent of the sea facing border 
deserves greater significance in terms of its ability to achieve the ISA objectives 
and in particular Nos. 3, 4 and 6 (page 42 and 43) 
 
 

 
 

14. Habitats Regulations Assessment 
 
As part of the development of the NDF, a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
was undertaken. The purpose of the HRA process is to identify, assess and address 
any ‘significant effects’ of the plan on sites such as Special Areas of Conservation and 
Special Protection Areas for birds.  

• Do you have any comments on the Habitats Regulations Assessment report? 
 

We welcome the HRA; those of us who work in the Port also live in Pembrokeshire 
and increasingly our diversification policies rely on the presence of the SAC and 
other protected sites.  
 
However, we do believe that a developing port can also mean an improving 
environment; for too long there has been an automatic assumption that 
development within (say) a SAC will result in a detrimental impact.  
 



We believe there is a case for Wales taking a different approach which is based on 
a combination of pragmatism and science. This would see regulators and 
responsible developers working together to improve appropriate biodiversity whilst 
at the same time promoting development. 
 
Pressure on marine based SACs tends to be the result of ongoing farming 
practices increasing nitrate levels, an ongoing and visible impact; these must be 
addressed and kept in balance with marine based projects which we suspect will 
have minimal impact when compared to nitrate pollution. 
 

 
  



15. Welsh Language 
 
We would like to know your views on the effects that the NDF would have on the Welsh 
language, specifically on opportunities for people to use Welsh and on treating the 
Welsh language no less favorably than English.  

• What effects do you think there would be?  How could positive effects be 
increased, or negative effects be mitigated?  
 

The Welsh Language is an important part of our national identity and something 
unique that is attractive both within Wales and looking into Wales from outside. 
The Milford Haven Waterway and South Pembrokeshire is predominantly an 
English-speaking area. Current investments in Welsh medium education will 
support mainstreaming of the Welsh Language in future generation’s but there will 
be challenges in providing opportunities for Welsh language being treated no less 
favourably than English in business.  We support the growing use of the Welsh 
language in our business, but intervention is needed to ensure business 
productivity is not detrimentally impacted.  
 
 
 
 

 
Please also explain how you believe the proposed NDF could be formulated or 
changed so as to have: 

I. positive effects or increased positive effects on opportunities for people to use 
the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably 
than the English language, and  

II. no adverse effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and 
on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language.  
 

 
Having international connections, the MH waterway is predominantly an English-
speaking area. That will need to continue as we seek to promote Wales as an 
international place to do business. However, there is an opportunity to promote 
and mainstream the Welsh Language. As a National Growth Area, the ability for 
the Milford Haven Waterway to increase the use of Welsh Language and support 
the use of Welsh Language no less favourably that English would be enhanced. 
 
 
 

 

 
16. Further comments 

 
• Are there any further comments that you would like to make on the NDF, or 

any alternative proposals you feel we should consider?  



 
We welcome the opportunity to comment on these proposals. As a Trust Port we 
believe we have a unique opportunity to work with Government and regulators to 
ensure development takes place in a responsible way. We also believe we are 
able to make a positive contribution to consultations such as this to achieve a 
balance between the needs of those who seek to improve the prosperity of Wales 
and those who are tasked with ensuring the environment is protected and 
enhanced. This can best be achieved within Wales by taking a pragmatic and 
collaborative approach.  
 
We look forward to further discussions on these matters. 

 

  



 

17. Are you...? 
 

Providing your own personal response  
 

Submitting a response on behalf of an organisation Y 
 

 
   
 
Responses to the consultation will be shared with the National 
Assembly for Wales and are likely to be made public, on the 
internet or in a report.  If you would prefer your response to 
remain anonymous, please tick here 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


